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County Of Lethbridge Junior High Athletics Association

CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I - NAME
County Of Lethbridge Junior High Athletic Association hereafter referred to as COLJHAA.

ARTICLE II - Objectives
Section 1:
a)
to organize all interscholastic, athletic activities for participating members.

b)
To plan the athletic program in such a way as to cause minimum interference with each school’s academic program and attendance.

c) To promote high standards of performance, sportsmanship and behaviour in athletics for players and coaches in every branch of inter-school and inter-league competition.

d) To promote in team members and all others an awareness that:

1. The primary aim of school is education.

2. Athletics provide physical, social, and emotional values of great significance.

e) To establish definite standards of supervision with respect to:

1. Coaching practices.

2. Travelling of teams and spectators.

3. Conduct of teams and spectators.

It is understood that these standards reflect local school jurisdictions and school policies.

ARTICLE III - SPORTS DIRECTORATE
Section 1:
Membership

a) The Association membership, as of September 1st/2011 include Coalhurst, Nobleford, Picture Butte, R.I. Baker, St. Catherine’s, St. Joseph’s, Vulcan, and St. Mary's.

b) Each school will have one vote on league issues.

c) Where possible, member schools must participate in all activities sponsored by the Association. Permission may be granted by the majority membership for schools to opt out of a sponsored activity. 
d) All members must commit to COLJHAA final tournaments as a priority over invitational or zone tournaments. 
e) New membership shall be decided upon by existing member schools. Submissions for membership shall be accepted, in writing, by the League Executive prior to the Spring Annual General meeting for the following school year. 

f) Newly approved members shall be accepted on a two-year probationary period. During year two of the probationary period, existing member schools shall vote upon permanency at the Spring General Meeting, with majority vote required. 

Section 2:
Organization

The Association shall operate through the league Executive, with representation and direction from all member schools. 

Each activity will be led by an Activity Chairperson selected from the staff of the organizing school.

The League Executive and Activity Chairpersons shall serve a 3 year appointment.

Section 3:
Meetings
a) The Association shall meet at a time and place set by the Executive. The League Executive will normally meet twice yearly – September and June.
b) Activity meetings shall be called by the Activity Chairperson.
c) Activity meetings shall be called by the League Executive.

d) Notice of meetings shall be two weeks or more prior to the date of the meeting.

e) Notices of motion for the league executive must be submitted two weeks prior to the spring league executive meeting.

f) A quorum will consist of at least six member schools.

Section 4:
Executive Duties
a) Call Fall and Spring executive meetings.

b)
Notify all members’ upcoming meetings.

b) Develop a mailing list of all Directorate members.

d)
Chair Executive meetings.
g) Prepare an agenda for the Annual Fall and Spring meetings.

f)
Keep, prepare and mail the minutes of the Annual Fall and Spring meetings.

h) Keep the financial books.

i) Financial banking and reconciliations.

j) Purchase championship banners for the final league tournaments (volleyball & basketball JV/SR). 
k) Pay all of the bills and file the receipts.

l) Ensure that all of the committees, member schools and individuals are performing their assigned duties and adhering to the constitution and handbook guidelines.

m) Be a public relations and information person for the athletic programs.

n) At the beginning of each sport season call for team’s rosters and floater identifications; all roster information is to be submitted to the league chair by the Friday of the second week of the season of play. The chair will then forward all roster information to member schools.
o) On September 15, the chair will forward all current handbooks & league constitution to member schools.

ARTICLE IV –CHAIRPERSON DUTIES
Section 1:
Coordination
Each sport sponsored by the Association shall be coordinated by a member school based on the rotation.  (See Appendix I for rotation.)

Section 2:
The Duty of the Sport Chair shall be:

a) To recommend such arrangements as are necessary regarding equipment, venues, dates, safety, supervision, and officiating.

b) To ensure that its activity is operated within the guidelines or by-laws approved by the Association.

c) To prepare an Agenda for the Activity Kick Off meeting and distribute agenda to member schools prior to the meeting date.

d) To prepare Minutes of the Activity Kick Off meeting and distribute the Minutes to member schools following the meeting.

e) To prepare an Agenda for the Activity Wrap Up meeting and distribute agenda to member schools prior to the meeting date.

f) To prepare Minutes of the Activity Wrap Up meeting and distribute the Minutes to member schools following the meeting.

g) Books facilities and officials where necessary.

h) Makes sure guidelines of particular sport are followed.  Makes sure members are aware of the handbook and the guidelines therein.

i) Make any necessary changes to the handbook annually and issue the amended handbook to member schools and league executive at the end of the season.
j) Finalize league standings used in google, and break all ties if they occur. (AD’s are only responsible for inputting scores into google)

Section 3:
Organizational Meetings
a) Shall normally meet at least one week before the opening date of play in that activity.

b) Shall normally meet no later than one month following the conclusion of play in that activity.

c) May meet at other times at the discretion of the chairperson.

d) At least one weeks notice should be given to the commissioner for any notice of motion regarding the sport in progress prior to the wind-up meeting. These Notices of Motion will be voted upon at the windup meeting for that sport, and Handbooks should be updated upon the commencement of the sport season.
ARTICLE V - ACTIVITIES
Section 1:


a) Activities to be directed and controlled by the Association for a given school year will be declared at the Fall Annual General Meeting for the school year.

b) Each activity shall be under the supervision of the Activity Chairperson for that activity.

c) Each activity committee shall consist of one voting representative from each school.

Section 2:


a) Each league tournament host looks after the purchase of necessary medals and ribbons etc.
b) Each league tournament host arranges for tournament officials and, when necessary, the Activity Chairperson assists with this task.
c) Each school will  pay $150 per year to sustain the COLJHAA league (this will take the place of the previous 20% paid from the profit in hosting a league end tournament) 

ARTICLE VI – AMENDMENTS

Section 1:

a) Amendments to the constitution may be made by a two-third majority vote of representatives present at a General Meeting.

b) Notice of motion to amend the constitution must be sent to member schools one week prior to a General Meeting at which the amendment is to be considered.

By-Laws
By-Law 1.
Eligibility to Participate
· All questions regarding eligibility of players must be referred to the Executive and Activity Chairperson.

· The student must be a bonafide student in attendance at the school the student represents.

· The student must be under sixteen years of age on September 1st of the school year in which s/he is to compete.

· A student may not compete on a junior high school team after representing, in any capacity, a senior high team of the same sport without prior approval from the League Executive School and the Activity Chair Person.

· Schools with limited enrolment may seek permission to use grade five or six students at the activity meeting.

By-Law 2.
School Activity Participation
· Schools must declare at each Activity Organizational Meeting the number of teams representing their school.



-     all teams must be school sponsored.

·  teams and individuals may not enter as independents.

By-Law 3.
Team Competition
· Each participating team shall be under the supervision of a representative for the school, authorized by the administration of the school the team represents.

· Competitors, coaches and teams guilty of misconduct before, during, or after a competition must be reported to the administration of the school involved and the Executive. Misconduct shall be defined as any violation of behaviour as outlined in local jurisdictions and school policies.

By-Law 4.
Scheduling

· Seasons for activities will be those outlined at the Fall General Meeting.

· Host schools for all League Championship Tournaments will be determined at the Activity Kick Off meeting or as soon as possible in extenuating circumstances.

· Draft schedules will be distributed to member schools prior to the Activity Kick Off meeting.

· Schedules will be discussed at the Activity Kick Off meeting

By-Law 5.
Fees
· League fees for news members is set at $150 and is payable by September 30 of the entry year into the league.  

· Monies received during the season(s) shall be managed by the Chairperson of each event and forwarded to the Executive.


Appendix I
	
	Sept 2007-

June 2010
	Sept 2010-June 2013
	Sept 2013-

June 2015
	Sept 2015-

June 2018
	Sept 2018-June 2021

	Executive
	PBHS
	PBHS
	PBHS
	
	

	Volleyball
	St. Joseph’s
	Coalhurst
	St. Mary’s
	
	

	Basketball
	R I Baker
	Noble Central
	Noble Central
	
	

	Badminton
	St. Mary’s
	R I Baker
	St. Joseph’s
	
	

	Track & Field
	Coalhurst
	St. Catherine’s
	St. Catherine’s
	
	



Appendix II
	School
	Name
	Email 
	Cell

	PBHS
	Sterling Paiha
	sterling.paiha@pallisersd.ab.ca
	403-308-0966
	 

	PBHS
	Jon Vande Griend
	jon.vandegriend@pallisersd.ab.ca
	403-894-8454
	 

	Nobleford
	Chantel Ronovsky
	chantel.ronovsky@pallisersd.ab.ca
	403-39406687
	 

	St. Catherines
	Kelly Schmidt
	kelly.schmidt@holyspirit.ab.ca
	403-360-3309
	 

	Coaldale Christian
	Jeff Van Raalte
	jeffvanraalte@gmail.com
	403-894-1909
	 

	PBHS
	Kerri Masnyk
	kerri.masnyk@pallisersd.ab.ca
	403-394-5351
	 

	RI Baker
	Adrienne Van Hell
	adrienne.vanhell@pallisersd.ab.ca
	403-892-8167
	 

	St. Josephs
	Gordon Vatcher
	vatcherg@holyspirit.ab.ca
	403-308-1555
	 

	St. Mary's 
	AJ Bergen Henengouwen
	 bergenhenengouwena@holyspirit.ab.ca
	403-308-9146
	 

	Coalhurst
	Shannon Collier
	shannon.collier@pallisersd.ab.ca
	403-849-0411
	 

	Coalhurst
	Dayna Sanderson
	dayna.sanderson@pallisersd.ab.ca
	403-634-6986
	 

	St. Mary's 
	Pat Pyne
	pat.pyne@holyspirit.ab.ca
	403-915-2631
	 

	County Central
	Angie Seaman
	angie.seaman@pallisersd.ab.ca
	403-485-2223
	 


